
to sell the tickets, but I did.  I 
flew to California just to see 
her in the show . . . I knew 
something was right. Janelle 
and her family had an amaz-
ingly giving nature and had a 
complementary understanding 
of my philanthropic ways. 
Janelle wanted to do classes  
for kids and train them how to 
dance, because she was so into 
it herself and she thought it was 
beneficial and would help keep 
other kids out of trouble. 
 

Janelle was and is amazing. . . 
Janelle understood that I 
needed to be in California to do 
cool projects with her, includ-
ing making a film that show-
cased her broad talents in the 
martial arts . . .dancing, acting, 
writing, and more . . . 
�
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JP:  That’s absolutely right. 
This little girl made me relive 
my childhood and forced me to 
be a child again — as I feel I’d 
never really been a kid prior—I 
had never really skateboarded 
or just hung out.  I was really a 
nerd at the time and I was al-
ways working on my computer. 
I had this computer talent thing 
since I was 11 and was a 
straight A student, I was very, 
very strictly brought up to be a 
straight A student and although 
I was always involved in organ-
ized sports and stuff, I was al-
ways working. 
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his work with his volunteer 
computer classes for students 
in the Los Gatos school district, 
ages 9-14, to introduce them to 
all the latest technology.  Boy, 

was that the most fun thing I 
did back then!  From there, one 
day I just asked Steve, “How 
do you do all this?”   I mean, it 
was this awesome thing — it 
was work, but it was so much 
fun!  He told me that you just 
gotta do what you want to do in 
life — and not let anyone stop 
you.  
 

I didn’ t fully understand all 
that then, but I knew I needed 
to be closer to that passionate 
attitude . . .  I decided to start 
my own nonprofit foundation 
for kids . . .  
 

At around the same time in 
1999, on a short plane ride to 
LA, I met a 9-year-old girl 
named Janelle and her mother. 
Janelle is the one I started my 
first hip-hop videos with.  
During the plane ride, Janelle 
sold me tickets to a production 
of Peter Pan she was going to 
be in, but she never believed I 
would actually come to the 
performance — she just wanted 
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JP: I grew up the youngest in a 
large family of 10, with love, 
togetherness, support and 
chaos at the same time. . .  in 
1995 when I was a graduate 
summer intern for Apple in 
California, traveling and doing 
presentations around the coun-
try at various User Groups, . . . 
(I met) Steve Wozniak . . .  My 
ideas and ‘ life possibilities 
without barriers’  took off from 
there.  Steve and I hit it off 
immediately. . .  After a few 
years, he asked me to assist in 
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uncle.  She is doing well in 
school and with the extra help 
offered by her new school, and 
the supportive school environ-
ment she is expected to be per-
forming at grade level by the 
end of the school year.  After  
brief therapy, Miryham no 
longer has nightmares or sleep-
walks.  Her aunt and uncle have 
petitioned the court for full legal 
custody of Miryham. 

 
Gregory, now fifteen, has been 
in the “system” since soon after 
birth.  Removed from his 
mother’s care and under DYFS 
Guardianship, Greg was placed 
in foster care and was ultimately 
abused by one of his foster par-
ents.  His round-robin of foster 
homes ended when he was 
placed in a Psychiatric Commu-
nity Residence after a psychiat-
ric hospitalization at age nine.  
He was referred to Monmouth-
Cares to develop a community 
plan, but having had no contact 
with any relatives since place-
ment and no permanent home, 

� �� � � �� � � � ��� ��� ������ ��� ��
there was no “community”  to 
plan around.  Greg was not con-
sidered a candidate for addi-
tional foster care and eventually 
was placed in a Residential 
Treatment Center.   
 

Greg’s goal for himself was to 
be adopted.  He longed for a 
family of his own.  His impul-
sive/hyperactive behavior and 
aggressiveness was modified at 
the RTC, but not ameliorated.  It 
became evident that without 
intervention, Greg was likely to 
spend his entire childhood in an 
institutional setting.  Greg’s 
Care Manager strongly advo-
cated that Greg be “stepped 
down”  to a community setting 
and eventually he was placed in 
a community-based treatment 
family home.  The Care Man-
ager also advocated for an adop-
tive home to be found for Greg 
to give him stability.  Unfortu-
nately, due to Greg’s diagnosis 
of impulsive/hyperactive behav-
ior and his anger, Greg was offi-
cially classified as 
“Unadoptable”  and taken out of 
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the pool of children in need of 
permanent homes.   
 

Advocating once again for 
Greg, the Care Manager 
pressed for Greg’s long lost 
family to be located.  As one of 
the youngest children in his 
family of origin, Greg by now 
had siblings who were adults 
and may have had aunts, un-
cles, cousins and grandparents 
that potentially could be a re-
source for him as he began to 
“age out”  of the system.  Even-
tually, Greg’s oldest brother 
was located in another state and 
expressed a desire to be in-
volved in his brother’s life.   
 

Through a process of intense 
collaboration , Greg’s Care 
Manager was able to obtain 
permission for Greg to speak 
regularly with his brother.  The 
child protection agency in that 
state is now evaluating the 
brother’s home as a possible 
permanent legal residence for 
Gregory.  He is now close to 
achieving his dream. 

Miryham, age nine, was in 
DYFS custody due to her 
mother’s incarceration when she 
was enrolled in MonmouthCares 
eighteen months ago.  She was 
living with a relative who 
wanted her removed because of 
Miryham’s aggressive behavior 
in school and in the home and 
her frequent nightmares and 
sleepwalking.  Treatment had 
proved ineffective because the 
relative was unable to provide 
the consistency that Miryham so 
badly needed.   
 

Through the Child and Family 
Team process, other members of 
Miryham’s large and far-flung 
family were gradually brought 
into the Team meetings and a 
great aunt & uncle became 
aware of Miryham’s needs.  
When they also understood the 
depth of the support the Wrap-
around model could give them, 
they stepped up to the plate and 
made a permanent home for 
Miryham.    Very quickly Miry-
ham responded to the consistent 
parenting offered by her aunt &  
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JP:  If that’ s true then I am a 
genius.  I am a child at heart and 
will always be a child.  I began 
to live when I met that little girl. 
And honestly, previous to that, I 
don’ t have many memories.  She 
taught me to take risks and live 
life to the fullest.  I was enam-
ored of her youthful energy, exu-
berance, and the kindred spirit 
and wisdom of her, and how she 
got me to do all those kid things 
with her and LIVE. 
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JP:  Yes.  The adult child Joe 
wants to do for kids what Janelle 
did for me.  Through my previ-
ous knowledge of business, tech-
nology, media and my combined 
connections in all of those 
worlds, I realized that whether it 
be retreats of the mind or time 
taken to myself just driving or 
whatever — which I learned to 
do and appreciate from Janelle - 
that all these things combined 
can benefit so many others and 
make others realize that, yes, 
youthful exuberance, child-like 
behavior and awkward energies, 
could be positively refocused 
with appropriate tools and guid-
ance. 
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JP:  Oh, yes.  I learned as much 
from her as she learned from me 
and I am still available for her as 
she pursues her own experiences 
with the challenges of life and 
media.  She was a child actress 
and superstar dancer, but chose 
to go back to school because her 
family and I taught her the im-
portance of education and having 
something to fall back on, which 
can all be in the pursuit and sup-
port of your dreams.  She has 
since finished high school and is 
now a working dancer. 
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JP:  I was full-time at Mon-
mouth University . . . That’s 
when it clicked that I had to do 
something.  That I had to make 
changes. . .  I saw that every-
thing I had been involved in 
could be combined to create the 
experience I was looking for, 
and felt others could benefit 
from, and I wasn’ t going to let 
anybody stand in my way. 
 

5� � �� �� �� � � �
�� � �, � � � � � �� � 
 �� 	 �  
JP:  I went to the intern place-
ment coordinator at Monmouth, 
Paul Longo, who is so very per-
sonable and who seems to know 
all of the services in the area. 
 He takes the time to match up 
the student with the right experi-
ence.  So Paul asked what I 
wanted to do and I told him I. . . 
I wanted a difficult, challenging 
social work experience . . . 
When I first interviewed here 
(at MonmouthCares) I thought it 
was too “officey”  but the atmos-
phere was so peaceful and the 
description of all the things I 
would be able to do as a Care 
Manager sounded so awesome. I 
was told how I would be work-
ing in all these different areas 
with all these different kids —
and that they would grow with 
me over time. I just got lucky 
and made a good choice.  As 
soon as I started working with 
Christine Snyder (Care Man-
ager Supervisor), I was going 
out to families with several of 
the other Care Managers.  I got 
to see so much different stuff so 
quickly and brought it back into 
the classroom within the first 
month.  My classmates could 
not believe what Monmouth-
Cares was letting me see and 
experience. 
 

For whatever reason, you guys 
offered me a full-time position. 
I actually was a little concerned 
because I had finally decided to 
go to school full-time so full-
time work was what I was try-
ing to avoid.  I thought there 
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was absolutely no way I could 
work full-time and go to 
school full-time and give it 
my all.  I don’ t know why I 
said yes except the experience 
here was so wonderful and the 
flexibility was built-in, and I 
just felt right.  I decided to just 
work hard and go for it. 
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JP:  Yes, but I also like to chill 
hard too and let my mind go 
free.  I don’ t want to fake it, I 
don’ t see why I can’ t do both. 
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JP:  I don’ t understand why it 
should be any other way.  I 
really don’ t understand it any 
other way.  But I do need time 
to reflect — to feel — to cre-
ate — to be myself, to hear 
myself — to speak to my-
self — to think.  Because of 
the flexibility of Monmouth-
Cares with my idea of creating 
Dream Camps,  I’ ve been able 
to combine everything in one 
and there seems no other place 
where that could have all 
clicked at the time. 
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JP:  Yes, to get to the essence 
of self and get in touch with 
those fires and desires in 
themselves that they may not 
have been able to explore in 
their lives or even realize they 
had — strengths — and just 
go for it — that is what Mon-
mouthCares is all about. 
 

Inundating kids with supports 
that help them explore those 
strengths and get even deeper 
into those strengths, and give 
them the tools to do it with as 
well as the freedom to ex-
plore.  And it should be au-
thentic — not fake—I bring in 
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Help a MonmouthCares family 
become more self-sufficient 
take the full fair market value  

as a tax deduction 
 

Call the Family Lift Coordinator 
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other people to the camps who 
believe this, too. 
 

The world is rough on kids and 
they seem to lose their child-
hood wonder along the way of 
life.  Those childhood be-
liefs that ‘ I can do and achieve 
something worthwhile, decent 
and good’ are slipping away. 
 

What I’m saying to kids is that 
you can still hold on to dreams 
—I’m providing a 
framework to 
do it in a 
way that is 
difficult to 
criticize 
and truly 
believ-
able to 

achieve. 
There are 
people out 
there 

who genuinely want to give and 
share and just don’ t know how. 
I used to get frustrated when I 
saw kids in criticized positions, 
but I take it as a personal chal-
lenge now to share myself and 
my life with them — we learn 
and grow together with per-
sonal example. 
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JP:  Camp Woz was the inau-
gural one, Ranch Camp was the 
second.  Then both Dream 
Camp kids got to participate in 
the Halloween Camp and give 
back to young cancer patients 
and their families.  I want to 
create this awesome cycle of 
goodness and giving.  But I 
may have done too much too 
close together—I learned that 
from surveys and follow-up. 
Now I know to better define 
each camp and include the fol-
low-up pieces and reunions to 
keep the momentum going. 
 

Connecting through Monmouth-
Cares, we (The Patane Founda-
tion & Joe’s World) are going to 
do ‘Dream Camp Wyoming’ this 
summer for more Monmouth-
Cares kids.  I love the input I get 
from others on all the camps, 
but what I love the most is when 
input is backed up by digging in 
with real support.  People using 
their own strengths to put to-
gether a camp just rocks!  If 
there’s someone out there with 
an interest that he or she would 
like to further pursue and they 

see the Dream 

Camps as a venue to both realiz-
ing that passion and sharing it 
with others—that’s just fantas-
tic!  Everybody involved in a 
Dream Camp should learn and 
grow and develop further pas-
sion for community involve-
ment in some area.  We all have 
untapped resources deep within 
us!  The tapping of these re-
sources give us more energy to 
live an even better life! 
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JP:  People have been inspired 
by the Dream Camps to open up 
their worlds to kids.  Dream 
Camp is not just grandiose 
once-in-a-lifetime events—It’s 
a philosophy that dreams can be 
lived in the home, on a much 
smaller scale, one-on-one in the 
street, every day and in every 
moment.  Anyone reading this 
can create their own Dream 
Camp for a child, and that child 

may find and realize his or her 
strengths by just one special 
intervention and a little fol-
low-through attention that 
seems sorely lacking these 
days.  What is a dream?  It’s 
different for every person. 
Very small for one person and 
very big for another. 
 

Someone who is willing to 
step up and recognize the 
strengths of a child, look for 
the strengths in a child, help 
that child see them as 
strengths, and assist in the 
development of those 
strengths, would, in fact, be 

creating a Dream 
Camp—as well as 
someone who is 
paying attention 
to a child, really 
listening to what he 
or she is saying, and 

understanding what 
he or she really wants 
and needs — not what 
society thinks he or 
she should want or 

need.  He or she should 
be able to be a kid and not be 
judged or labeled.  That’s the 
ultimate Dream Camp! 
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JP:  My pleasure.  I’m all 
fired up!  Kids rock!  It’s all 
good... 
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Share your hobby with a child.  If you like to fish, we know kids who 

would like to know more about fishing.  Do you draw, paint or do 

photography?  We know kids who would like to spend time with you 

doing what you both love.    � � ��� � 
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